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Dear Ms. Dorkh 

I am writing on behalf of the undersigned organization, the Hisparuc Technology 
and Telecommunications Partnership ('~'ITP''), to suppart the pending proposal of 
NBC Telemundo License Co. (NBC Telemuado) and Community Television 
Educators, Inc. (CTE) to trausfcr the reserved designation (*) currently assigned to 
Channel *39 to Channel 11 in Holbrook and to authorize NBC Telmundo to 
operate on Charmel 39 and CTE to operate on Channel *l 1. HTlT is the largest 
coalition of national and regional Hispanic organizations and represents the 
interests of 44 million Americans of Hispanic descent on technology and 
telecommunications issues. Our organization has an interest in this proceeding 
because of our mcmbers' mission to promote the social, political. and economic 
advancement of Hispanic Americans by facilitating quality education, economic 
resources, and technology tools and resources. For the reasons outlined in this 
letter, our organization shangly supports the proposal and urges the FCC to grant it 
promptly so that the large Hispanic population of Phoenix can have, for the hfit 
time, a choice of full-powa Spanish language television stations. 

The Hiipanic Residents of the Phoenu Area Luck Choice in Full-Power 
Spanish-hguage Tclrvision Progtwnming 

v- 

According to the 2000 U.S. Cmsus, Phoenix is the sixth-largest Hispanic 
center of population in the Unitcd States. Thirty-four pacent ofthe 
population of Phoenix and 26.7 percent of the population of Maricopa 
County are Hispanic. Many of these Hispanic residents are recent 
immigrants who speak only or primarily Spanish in their homes. 
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Only about 40 percent of the Spanish-dominant residents o f  Phoenix 
subscribe to cable and other pay television services. This mems that well 
more than half of these predominantly Spanish-speaking viewers rely on 
ftee, over-the-air telwision as their primary source of news and 
information. 

(surrently, Phoenix and the surrounding area are served by only one full- 
power Spanish-language television station, while Telemundo’s 
programming is carried on a low power Class A station. This means that 
Phoenix is the only o m  of the top ten Hispanic television markets in the 
U.S. that has only one Ill-power Spanish-language television station. 

Telernundo ’s Class A Station Is Not an Adequate S u b d e  for a Full-Power Starion 

0 Many Spanish-speaking residents of Phoenix who.do not have cable or 
satellite senice tend to rely more heavily on indoor antennas for their 
television reception. 

Low power stations do not provide an adequate signal for reception by 
indoor antennas. This poor reception discourages Hispaaic viewers from 
watching Telemundo’s Class A station. 

Even for those Hispanic viewers who do subscribe to cable, Telemundo’s 
Class A station is at a disadvantage as compand to a full-power station 
because Cox, the largest cable operator in the are% carries Telemundo 
p r o g r d i g  on an expanded basic tier that is much more cxpcnsive than 
their basic tier. 

Granding the Proposal Wdl C r e m  Better Programming Choices for Phoenir’s 
€Tiipanic Residenis, Inclnding Expanded Spanish-Language News 
Coverage 

0 Phoenix’s Hispanic residents need and deserve a choice in full-power 
over-thc-air Spanish-language television stations so that they have access 
to diverse programmieg of all types. Granting the proposal will give them 
that choice for the first time. 

e We understand that NBC Telemundo has pledged to air one hour of 
locally produced Spanish-language news programming Monday through 
Friday to its broadcast schedule if the proposal is grauted. 
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The vast majority of Spanish-dominant viewers in Phoenix rely on 
television as thej~ primary source of news and information. Having a 
choice in locally produced Spanish-language news programming is 
e s p e d y  importaut to these viewers. 

For all of the foregoing reasons, we urge the FCC to act quickly to grant the proposal 
submitted by NBC Telemundo and CTE. Phoenix's Hispanic population need and 
deserve the choice in Spauish-language programming that the proposal will bring. 

Chair 

Hispanic Technology and Telecommunications Partnmhip 


